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A.J. Van Belle, PhD, is a scientist with research
specialties in microbial ecology, molecular
evolution, and ecological statistics. A.J. is a
Rhysling finalist, BSFA finalist, and Year’s Best
Canadian Fantasy and Science Fiction-recognized
author. Their writing is driven by themes of
climate change, systems science, evolution, and
the possibilities and limits of technology.

In A Dozen Dystopias and How to Dodge Them, A.J. Van
Belle dives into twelve dystopian fiction scenarios that
have gripped our collective interest, the real science of how
those not-so-desirable futures could come about, and what
we can do to prevent them from happening. Each chapter
features relevant current events and lively explorations of
related environmental science and cutting-edge
technology.

The Real Dangers Behind
Your Favorite Fiction

With discussions of some of YA literature's most beloved

dystopian novels, a forward by Beth Revis, and thoughtful

interviews with well-known authors, including Lois Lowry

and Scott Westerfeld, A Dozen Dystopias and How to

Dodge Them is as gripping as our favorite futuristic fiction,

with an added dose of grounded, science-informed hope. A.J. Van Belle
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